
Town & Community Council 
Climate & Nature Event

Wednesday 14th June 2023

The Pavilion, Llandrindod Wells



Welcome to the event 
(Venue ‘housekeeping’) 

Chris Jones – Facilitator 



Councillor Jeremy Thorpe
Cabinet Assistant for the Climate Emergency

Councillor Adam Kennerley 
Cabinet Assistant for Nature

Introduction 



Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Powys
Mr William Ransford 



CEO - One Voice Wales
Lyn Cadwallader



One Voice Wales
Rachel Carter, Local 
Places for Nature Officer



Swyddog Lleoedd Lleol ar gyfer Natur

Local Places for Nature Officer

Ar gyfer Cynghorau Cymuned a Thref

for Town and Community councils 



Llais Cynghorau Cymuned a Thref yng Nghymru

The Voice of Community and Town Councils in Wales

The communities they serve range from small rural settlements to 

large towns and their budgets vary accordingly, all serving their 

communities and acting to improve the quality of life in their locality.

There are 732 community and town councils in Wales, representing this tier of government 

closest to the people. 

Community & Town Councils cover 

approximately:

 

94% of the land area 

and 

70% of the population of Wales.

Barry Town Council – Vale of Glamorgan

Draethen, Waterloo & Rudry Community Council - Caerphilly



Llais Cynghorau Cymuned a Thref yng Nghymru

The Voice of Community and Town Councils in Wales

Community or Town Councils look after lots of 
place-based services: 

● burial grounds 
● bus shelters 
● village halls and community buildings 
● toilets 
● grass cutting 
● local footpaths and pavements 
● markets 
● playing fields and open spaces 
● allotments.

Community & Town councils engage some 8,000 individuals in 
voluntary service as councillors and are responsible for managing 
an aggregate annual budget in excess of £25 million.

University of Aberystwyth study, 2003

Why are Community & Town Councils so well placed to deliver 
impactful changes in biodiversity?



Our 
Community & Town 

Councils

Llais Cynghorau Cymuned a Thref yng Nghymru

The Voice of Community and Town Councils in Wales

Community asset transfers from 
Unitary authorities to Community & 
Town councils

Community engagement 
and involvement at a closer 
level.

Biodiversity action plans and 
their associated targets

Section 6 duty report 
(2022) 

Green infrastructure 
initiatives

Budget pressures

Community 
awareness

School curriculumCitizen science 
schemes

Available funding 
streams



Local Places for Nature Officer
Supporting applications to the Local Places 

for Nature Scheme

General Biodiversity advice and 
signposting to funding/training

Supporting Section 6 reporting and 
Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs)

Supporting upskilling of 
Councillors and Clerks etc…

Carrying out site visits and 
mapping green assets to 

improve biodiversity

Supporting sharing of best 
practice across Wales

Assisting C&TCs to plan and deliver LPfN 
projects 



Local Places for Nature Programme

To create… ‘Nature on your doorstep‘

 To restore and enhance nature 

 where people live, work and access 

 public services.

Focus on:

➢Urban/peri-urban area
➢In places/for people with little 

or no access to nature

• Biodiversity Action Plan
• NRW Area Statements
• Section 6 duty (Environment act 2016)
• Well-being of future generations act 2015

The public sector will lead by example and 

showcase the changes we want to see.



Your project needs to fit in with the First Minister's 

commitment to 'modest measures… things that make 

an impact locally'  

Increase wildflower planting

Increase meadow areas on sloping land

Change mowing practices to encourage 

wildflowers and improve biodiversity

Increase local tree planting including street trees, orchards 

and small woodlands including tiny forests

Increase pollinators

Reduce the use of pesticides

Improve public access to drinking 

water (fountains and refill stations) Increase community food growing opportunities 

including the provision of allotments



Lleoedd Lleol ar gyfer Natur

Local Places for Nature

Er mwyn cael mwy o wybodaeth, help, neu gyngor …
Cyswllt:

rcarter@unllaiscymru.cymru 

For further information, help, or advice…

Contact:

rcarter@onevoicewales.wales

mailto:rcarter@onevoicewales.wales
mailto:rcarter@onevoicewales.wales


An example of a site visit report.



Resource 
pack sent to 

all 732 C&TCs 

Recording 
available



Llais Cynghorau Cymuned a Thref yng Nghymru

The Voice of Community and Town Councils in Wales

Changing mowing practices in
Community & Town Councils.

Examples of good practice



How is One Voice Wales supporting our Community & 
Town Councils to change mowing practices

Identifying areas for 
different mowing 

heights and intervals

Mapping of 
green assets

Site visits

Training and 
discussion on 

creating natural 
native meadows

Providing 
resources and 
working with 

partners

Advising on adopting 
the principle of the 3 

cut system

Supporting applications 
to capital grants to 

purchase machinery 
(LPfN)

Working with LNP 
to identify areas 
mown by the LA



The LPfN Officer sits on the pollinator task force road verges Sub-committee

In 2022 tasked with consulting with all C&TCs on the draft toolkit. A focus 
group of Pethau bychain members and a survey helped to shape the final 
publication of the toolkit  as well as the method of distribution. 

It's for Them campaign: stakeholder toolkit | GOV.WALES

https://gov.wales/its-them-campaign-stakeholder-toolkit




Local Places for Nature

Examples of projects
by Community & Town councils 





KWT Food Development Package



Criccieth Town Council
Friends of the nature garden – Cae Crwn
£20k – Heritage fund (Awarded in 2021)

Community food growing garden in a public park – Working with a volunteer group 
Progress - Completed







Pontypridd Town Council
Meadow St Community garden 

£90k – Heritage fund (awarded January 2022)
Community food growing garden and woodland and orchard, Wildlife area and pond.

Progress – Work is underway on phase 1



“Participants are transferring the skills they have learned and are starting to 

try and grow their own food at home.”

Dawn Parker - Community officer Pontypridd Town Council

“The Local places for Nature officer at One Voice Wales has helped with support and 

guidance during the development phase of the project, and which has been much 

appreciated and enabled us to access other projects for advice and guidance.”





Betws Community Council
Park transformation

£86k – Heritage fund (awarded 2022)
Disused tennis courts and surrounding grass areas are being transformed into a wildflower meadow, orchards and 

woodland education area. 
Progress – Work started March 2022





Ionawr / January 2023Ionawr / January 2022

Images courtesy of Earths Eye Media

Earths Eye Media

https://www.earthseyemedia.co.uk/


Llandrindod Wells Town Council
Sensory garden

£25k – Heritage fund (awarded 2021)
Disused rose garden transformed into accessible multi sensory garden in a town centre park.

Progress – Completed July 2021







Development of green infrastructure at the local level
Examples of Good practice 

Datblygu o’r isadeiledd gwyrdd ar y lefel leol

Enghreifftiau o marfer da



Cyngor Tref Bae Colwyn / Bay of Colwyn Town Council



Cyngor Tref Bae Colwyn / Bay of Colwyn Town Council



Cyngor Tref - Pwllheli -Town Council



Cyngor Tref - Llanelli -Town Council



Cyngor Tref - Cwmaman - Town Council



Cyngor Gwledig - Llanelli - Rural Council 



Cyngor Cymuned - Betws - Community Council



Cyngor Tref Y Fenni / Abergavenny Town Council

Penygroes, Dyffryn Nantlle - Yr Orsaf

Llanfallteg 



Cyngor Tref - Cwmaman - Town Council



Welshpool Town Council – Green infrastructure improvements

No mow May

We understand that these are wildflowers 
and it doesn’t happen all at once you have 
to be patient…

The important thing for us was talking 
to the staff and letting them lead the 
initiatives. 

Cllr Alison Davies – Mayor of Welshpool

Let it bloom June
Knee high July



Cyngor Tref Y Trallwng Welshpool Town Council
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Local Places for Nature Officer

Ar gyfer Cynghorau Cymuned a Thref

for Town and Community councils 



Welsh Government 
Geoff Robinson
Section 6 Biodiversity Lead



Environment (Wales) Act 2016

Section 6 – the biodiversity 

and resilience of ecosystems 

duty



What is biodiversity?

Biodiversity is the variety of life found on 
earth. It is our fascinating wildlife and 
iconic species and habitats including all 
species of plants and animals, their 
abundance and genetic diversity. 



The importance of biodiversity

➢provides job 
opportunities

➢reduces 
flooding and 
noise pollution

➢helps us 
adapt to the 
negative 
impacts of 
climate 
change.

Vital that biodiversity is properly valued in the decision-making process.

➢ Purifying air and 
water

➢ supporting the 
development and 
functioning of soils 
for food production

➢ supporting people’s 
physical and mental 
well-being



The Nature and Climate Emergencies

➢In Wales 1 in 6 species are at risk of 
extinction. 

➢More than 30% of Wales’s terrestrial 
mammals are at risk 

➢Increase in the intensity and frequency of 
extreme weather events

The inter-connectedness of the nature and 
climate emergencies has never been clearer: 

➢By limiting changes to the climate through 
reducing emissions and other actions we will 
help biodiversity and, equally, 

➢A healthy natural world will also make us more 
able to meet the damaging impacts of climate 
change. 



55

55

Public authorities must seek to maintain and 

enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their 

functions in relation to Wales, and in so doing 

promote the resilience of ecosystems, so far as 

consistent with the proper exercise of those 

functions.

The Section 6 Biodiversity and 

Resilience of Ecosystems Duty





The section 6 duty is about how action for biodiversity is delivered 

through the existing functions of public authorities. 

Actions to help biodiversity only need to be proportionate to the public 

authority’s activities and functions. 

Actions should be guided by the 6 Nature Recovery Action Plan 

objectives. 

 

Implementing the duty



The Nature Recovery Action Plan for Wales (NRAP) sets out six 
objectives 
for reversing the decline of biodiversity which should be used to help develop 
and guide actions to comply with the section 6 duty. The 6 objectives are:

Objective 1: Engage and support participation and understanding to embed 
biodiversity throughout decision making at all levels 

Objective 2: Safeguard species and habitats of principal importance and 
improve their management

Objective 3: Increase the resilience of our natural environment by restoring 
degraded habitats and habitat creation 

Objective 4: Tackle key pressures on species and habitats 

Objective 5: Improve our evidence, understanding and monitoring 

Objective 6: Put in place a framework of governance and support for 
delivery

The Nature  Recovery Action 

Plan

https://gov.wales/nature-recovery-action-plan


The requirement to plan 
and report

Every public authority must publish a plan (other than 
ministers of the crown or government departments) on how 
they will comply with the duty. They must also publish a 
report on what actions they have taken to comply with it.  

Reports are required to be published every three years with 
the last one due at the end of last year. 

The plans and reports provide transparency, accountability 
and are a communication tool.



Guidance and help

Section 6 Guidance documents:

➢ Introduction to the section 6 duty

➢ Frequently asked questions

➢ Reporting guidance 

➢ Nature Recovery Action Plan for 
Wales

➢ Good Practice Guide

➢ Specific Guidance for T&CCs

General Guidance

➢ Local Nature Partnerships

➢ Wales Biodiversity Partnership

➢ Local Places for Nature Scheme

➢ Road verges and amenity 
grasslands

➢ supporting wildlife: frequently 
asked questions

Email: s6biodiversity@gov.wales

https://gov.wales/introduction-section-6-biodiversity-and-resilience-ecosystems-duty
https://gov.wales/section-6-biodiversity-and-resilience-ecosystems-duty-frequently-asked-questions
https://gov.wales/environment-wales-act-2016-part-1-section-6-biodiversity-and-resilience-ecosystems-duty-reporting-0
https://gov.wales/nature-recovery-action-plan-2015
https://gov.wales/nature-recovery-action-plan-2015
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Biodiversity-Duty-good-practice
https://gov.wales/biodiversity-and-resilience-ecosystems-duty-section-6-guidance-public-authorities
https://lnp.cymru/
https://wcva.cymru/local-places-for-nature/
https://gov.wales/road-verges-and-amenity-grasslands-supporting-wildlife-frequently-asked-questions-html
https://gov.wales/road-verges-and-amenity-grasslands-supporting-wildlife-frequently-asked-questions-html


Powys Nature Partnership
James Hitchcock
CEO, Radnorshire Wildlife 
Trust











Powys Nature Partnership

Steering group

Powys Nature Partnership Community

Steering group
• Meets every 3 months.
• Discuss key strategies around 

NRAP, 30x30.
• Membership needs to be 

representative of LNP.
• All notes and actions from 

meetings shared fully with the 
Powys Nature Partnership.

• Steering group recommends 
task group activities.

Powys Nature Partnership
• Meets every 6 months. Eventually 

move towards AGM.
• Meetings revolve around updates 

from steering group on 
partnership work, guest speakers, 
site visits.

• Membership by key organisations, 
farmers/landowners, community 
groups, businesses.

Powys Nature Partnership Community
• Meets annually for a community event.
• Speakers from LNP members and 

external groups to celebrate all work 
towards nature restoration.

• Mailing list that receives 
bulletin/newsletter on work of LNP 
members of collaborative work.















Lleoedd Lleol i Natur
Local Places for Nature

Ezra Tattersall
Swyddog Bioamrywiaeth / Biodiversity Officer



Local Places for Nature funding

• Welsh Government funding.

• Aims to create or enhance biodiversity on people’s doorsteps.
• Wildflower planting and changing mowing practices

• Tree planting

• Sensory gardens

• Capital funding only. Does not cover ongoing management costs.



Tregynon Community Garden



Town and community council section 6 
support grants
• Funding to support town and community councils in delivering 

section 6 biodiversity plans.

• Push for Welsh Government initiatives
• It’s For Them

• Bee Friendly

• Must be spent by March 2024.

• Grants across Powys and Bannau Brycheiniog.



Contact biodiversity@powys.gov.uk for more 
information.

mailto:biodiversity@powys.gov.uk


On The Verge 
Martin Draper, Chair





Q&A Nature Panel 



Lunch, Information Stands & 
Networking

Please Return by 1pm
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